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Invitation 
Health Services Agenda Post-Elections 2014 

Health care is a significant cause of suffering in India, and most other parts of the world today. Sometimes 

the suffering is because one is not able to get the necessary health care because it is too expensive or not 

given with dignity. Sometimes getting too much of unnecessary tests and medication is the cause of the 

suffering. Attempts are on to improve the situation, from Obamacare in the USA, an attempt at minimally 

assuring access to health care to the poor, to the National Rural Health Mission in India that attempted to 

strengthen public systems of health care in the rural areas. However, the forces against these government 

efforts are strong, consisting of the corporate interests in health, from multi-national managed care 

companies to the health insurance and pharmaceutical industry, the professional and commercial interests 

of medical specialists, and the bureaucratic efforts to gain control over this entire nexus. These powerful 

forces are taking health care in a highly irrational and unhealthy direction. In this situation, people are 

triple losers. They lose their health, their economic resources and their sense of control over their own 

body and healing knowledge. 

In such a scenario, what are the options and potential directions for any government that comes as a result 

of the national elections of 2014? It will have to take some policy decisions to improve the situation of 

health care in the country. Will it follow the path of increasing commercialisation of health care and the 

exploitation of people by irrational and harmful medical care or will it opt for policies that promote 

Sustainable, Rational and Plural Health Care? 

It is to discuss the issues regarding approaches and models for Universal Access to Sustainable, Rational 

and Plural Health Care among public health scholars, civil society activists, government officials and 

professionals that a meeting is being organised.  

In addition to this, SADED has just initiated the 'Health Swaraaj' group as an open space to discuss and 

debate such issues. We would like to take the occasion of this first dialogue organised by it to have a free 

flowing discussion on what activities this group should take. We invite you to be a participant in the group 

and to give it direction. 

 

Venue: Conference Room no 2,  
India International Centre (IIC),  
#40, Max Muller Marg, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi. 

 
Date:    20th  May, 2014  (3:00 PM – 7:00PM)   
              21st May, 2014  (9:30 AM – 5:30 PM) 
 
 
We request you to participate in these deliberations. The tentative programme is attached. 
We look forward to receiving your confirmation at the earliest. 
 
 
Health Swaraaj Group, SADED 
 

 

Please do confirm your participation with Dr. Ranvir Singh (ranvir4u@gmail.com) 


